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2023-2024 BOARD MEETING CALENDAR DATES 

 

Listed below are the scheduled meeting dates for 2023-2024.  The Full Board meets starting in August and 

every other month from11:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.       

 

 

2022-2023 FULL BOARD MEMBER MEETING DATES 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton Rouge, LA  70809 

225-216-7474 

MONTH DATE 

August 2023  16 

October 2023 18 

December 2023 20 

February 2024 14 

April 2024 17 

June 2024 19 

Meeting Location: 
 

Families Helping Families of 

Greater Baton Rouge 

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton 

Rouge, La 70809 





tinyurl.com/ActiveforAutism2024


brec.org/adaptiveregistration
brec.org/adaptiveregistration
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION WEBINARS 





www.directionservice.org/cadre


ebrearlychildhood.com




www.cdc.gov/Milestones
www.hhs.gov/WatchMeThrive
www.cdc.gov/Concerned
www.cdc.gov/Milestones
www.cdc.gov/ActEarly
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html










caregiveraction.org


tinyurl.com/SSIMarch1224
socialsecurity.gov


EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM EVENTS 







LaCAN Region 2 Leader 

Serving Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 

Iberville, Point Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and 

West Feliciana Parishes 

Phone: (337) 522-6363 or (866) 216-7474 

Email: ahampton@lacanadvocates.org 

 

 

LOUISIANA COUNCIL'S ADVOCACY NETWORK 

WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG 

 Links lawmakers, individuals with disabilities and family members to make 

positive change in systems serving people with disabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete our online membership form at www.lacanadvocates.org 

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! NO DUES. NO FEES. 

 

www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil 

mailto:ahampton@lacanadvocates.org
http://WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG/
http://www.lacanadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil


The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council adopted its 2024 Legislative Advocacy Agenda with input 

from its grassroots advocacy network LaCAN (Louisiana Council’s Advocacy Network), Families Helping     

Families (FHF) Centers and various stakeholders throughout the disability community. Thank you to all who 

shared their ideas and agenda recommendations with the Council. 

2024 Legislative Agenda 

1. The Council will advocate for additional funding for the nine FHF Regional Resource Centers it contracts with.

During the last three legislative sessions, an additional $500,000 was added to the Council’s budget specifically

for FHF Centers. The Council’s request to include this additional funding in its Fiscal Year 2025 budget was

denied leaving these Center’s in an unfortunate situation.

 Recurring Funding for Families Helping Families Regional Resource Centers

2. The Council will also advocate for the funding needed to eliminate the Flexible Family Fund (FFF) program

wait list. This program is administered through the local human services districts/authorities and provides fami-

lies of children with the most severe intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) and/or behavioral health

needs resources to help cover the excessive costs associated with their care. Approximately $9.4 million in

State General Fund is needed to serve all 2,258 individuals on the FFF wait list.

 Eliminate the Flexible Family Fund Wait List

3. Finally, the Council will partner with the Arc of Louisiana to advocate for the funding needed to increase the

rate for night services to match the current day rate within home- and community-based waivers for individuals

with I/DD and the aging and adult populations. Currently, the night rate is $5 less than the day rate ($13.52 vs

$18.52). Approximately $10.1 million in State General Fund is needed to balance this disparity.

 Increase the Waiver Rate for Night Services

All factsheets, as updated, will be posted on the Council’s website. 

Get Involved 

The 2024 Legislative Session begins March 11, 2024 and will conclude on June 3rd. Individuals with disabilities, 

family members, and advocates are encouraged to take part in the Council’s advocacy efforts by participating in 

upcoming legislative roundtables and legislative visits. 

 Legislative roundtables will be held by each region of the state. Roundtables are an opportunity to gain

more information about the 2024 Legislative Advocacy Agenda and connect with legislators. Stay tuned for

additional information and how to register for the roundtable in your region.

 Interested in advocating for these agenda items with your legislator and regional delegation? Reach out to

your LaCAN Leader to participate in legislative visits. For questions about roundtables, legislative visits, or

participating in other advocacy events, contact your LaCAN Leader or FHF Center.

Council’s 2024 Legislative Agenda 

https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/FHF-Funding-Fact-Sheet-12.29.23.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Eliminate-the-FFF-Wait-List-1.4.24.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Increase-the-Rate-for-Night-Services-12.7.23.pdf
https://laddc.org/
https://laddc.org/lacan/lacan-leaders/
https://laddc.org/lacan/lacan-leaders/
https://laddc.org/about-us/current-initiatives/families-helping-families/




In a shocking development, the entire membership of the Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) was       
dismissed February 23, 2024 via email. In the generic and unsigned email, SEAP members were thanked for 
their service on the panel and informed “we may be moving in a different direction with the seat you have held”.   

 

Advocates across the state have been sounding the alarm since this unprecedented move unfolded, citing   
concerns the panel may be restructured to fit the agenda of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) and not the needs of students with disabilities. This dismissal has left the state without a federally          
required functioning advisory panel responsible for advising the State special education staff regarding the    
education of eligible children with disabilities.  

 

Background Information 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that each state establish and maintain an        
advisory panel whose purpose is to advise the State special education staff regarding the education of eligible 
children with disabilities. Federal law also recognizes the importance of the people most impacted by education 
policies by requiring a majority of SEAP members be individuals with disabilities and parents of students with 
disabilities. Federal regulations (34 C.F.R. §300.169) and SEAP by-laws define responsibilities for each state 
panel as follows: 

 Advise the state on unmet needs in the education of children with disabilities, 

 Comment publicly on any rules and regulations proposed by the state regarding the education of children 
with disabilities; 

 Advise the state in developing evaluations and reporting on data as required by federal special education 
laws; 

 Advise the state in developing corrective action plans for U.S. Department of Education; and 

 Advise the state in developing and implementing policies relating to coordination of services for children with 
disabilities. 

  

At the January 2024 BESE meeting, the Board directed the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) and 
BESE staff to provide an updated report regarding the membership of BESE and LDOE advisory groups at the 
March 2024 Academic Goals and Instruction meeting with a specific request to review appointed members to 
SEAP. This eventually led to the email in question on February 23rd dismissing all SEAP members and        
canceling the March meeting. The email also stated applications would be open March 7th with the next SEAP 
meeting happening in June. 

  

Dismantling SEAP membership and canceling their upcoming meeting raises many concerns for advocates. 
What sort of messaging is BESE and the LDOE sending to stakeholders? There was no indication panel mem-
bership would be dismantled leaving our state without a federally required advisory panel. All members of this 
panel were thoroughly vetted based on SEAP’s selection process and appointed by the state’s Superintendent 
of Education. Given this vetting process, why are the members no longer fit to serve the remainder of their 
terms? Our state is also about to begin its regular legislative session where many new and updated education 
laws will be proposed. Unfortunately, session will have ended and laws will have passed before the “new” SEAP 
panel has its first meeting. 

Special Education Advisory Panel Members Dismissed 

Continued on the next page  



SEAP Background  

Information Continued 

 

Considering the needed work around    
policy changes to address issues flagged 
in recent LDOE audits, is now the best 
time to “move in a different direction”? The 
panel’s most recent work was around   
Bulletin 1706: Regulations for                
Implementation of the Children with      
Exceptionalities Act, regarding written 
monitoring,  evaluation, and procedural 
safeguards, which will also be discussed 
next week at the BESE meetings. SEAP 
had lengthy discussions on these issues at 
their January meeting. They                  
recommended changes around: 

  

 Posting results of local education 
agency IDEA monitoring, 

 A 15-day response timeline for parent 
request for a special education      
evaluation or independent education 
evaluation (IEE), 

 Providing a draft Individualized        
Education Plan (IEP) not less than 3 
school days prior to the IEP meeting 
upon parent request,  

 A 15-day timeline for prior written    
notice, and 

 

 Adding available medical information and student disciplinary and behavioral records to information reviewed 
by IEP teams before changing placement due to violation of student code of conduct. 

  

While these recommendations are a step in the right direction, much work still needs to be done around Bulletin 
1706. 

  

The former SEAP panel was also planning to discuss LDOE’s plan of activities to support and monitor school    
systems using about $24 million in special education (IDEA - Federal) dollars.  LDOE just sent out a survey to   
collect stakeholder input on their upcoming IDEA Grant Application. This survey is set to close on March 6th, and 
SEAP was planning to discuss the proposal and the feedback collected in the survey. Typically, SEAP is the first 
stakeholder group that provides input on this grant application. Without this stakeholder  input, will LDOE be     
submitting an IDEA application that hasn't been vetted by special education stakeholders?  

Tips & Tools for Advocacy 

Looking for tips and tools to help you in your advocacy? Check out the Council’s Advocacy 101 page. You can also 
find tips for: 

 Writing/emailing your legislators 

 Calling your legislators 

 Writing your story  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Lqqk4RcPcvN3TcKKJ2m2P4pfkftX_Qi4gkF5w-LVB5pV-l-dhu30nqWXSd8zaH8Vn6a5tqRRh8oJK8lwJZQuJemHe-rLWOXfdMpX4V44_qWOQMwqyUCLECkH8_MtyQCDPILsZd8xDAjJwyq2EVmGTSJWisNPaRLgQpvp4cBTBao1F3LmtwmydKFEgDb5DqqPDeQ-fyB18bZTEwGC9QVMvvYhTmuvHFErZBc
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Lqqk4RcPcvN3TcKKJ2m2P4pfkftX_Qi4gkF5w-LVB5pV-l-dhu30npkTtjFFBzncK1qf8lHqCkZj02-gkRLxuauogrO2DT63QbYNQGbwLYdH8TRBbSneveeMqdwiPk-1Xip3tXyMhh7HYpWWksIi7p4qHT4LYbV4ue1Y4jjwOUQ=&c=6JXfk_b0wilVPRwohjK9aPHyMMVNbI3qKfPk7khvwzGW357xSC1w
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Lqqk4RcPcvN3TcKKJ2m2P4pfkftX_Qi4gkF5w-LVB5pV-l-dhu30npkTtjFFBzncjH_kaHkgarEbDYdqv6QmSfmvZuHxPhRwtbQ9NvG57qn-2jr5ItWk4qVSvoD8HADbKWyn6Blhocz0ZjZUpJa8hGZPZpEo11RfhKkbEU-Ouhep5q8RbSSTP2VoBapKMHG5FZeJF3F7Jg6c-8nTqZolF3qL--vY7KlK&c=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Lqqk4RcPcvN3TcKKJ2m2P4pfkftX_Qi4gkF5w-LVB5pV-l-dhu30npkTtjFFBzncGe15HPnhve3D_8yVixCdVcAq9BUH67tP9TX9msKPT2YtieMyd2rrNYEyBJRKemsuaHpu0sxYk3QbDsDQQ69eG5C3NUlZXcjcw2rD2UZv-c3DgwdhV2JGYenB1zDOvrmKkTbeJJTS_3KjyVySeKShdg==&c=6JXfk_b0
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Lqqk4RcPcvN3TcKKJ2m2P4pfkftX_Qi4gkF5w-LVB5pV-l-dhu30npkTtjFFBzncGfsHAGKv7AgB9yCYhOqbOGIQP9WV70HVI8Hb7MZPH2F7uBUm-UZYCAPXLnD8Zn7LX-fWkL5pCE1cCYL9shSDz1rHKEc--MZHd9Iq0HPPTq-aN1cqSIqsCvWXeVaV_VW-WwU0Kw15gVw=&c=6JXfk_b0wilVPRwohjK9


COMMUNITY EVENTS 





“A World of Opportunities” – we’re celebrating people and working together to 
remove obstacles. Our goal is to build a community that’s committed to creating 
a world where everyone can do well and succeed. Join us in making a world 
where all kinds of people have the chance to thrive.  

National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 

The Month of March is 



JANUARY 

January Co-dependency Awareness Month United States http://coda.org/ 

January Glaucoma Awareness Month United States https://www.glaucoma.org/news/glaucoma-awareness-month.php 

4-Jan World Braille Day                
(United Nations Day) 

Global https://www.un.org/en/observances/braille-day 

24-Jan Moebius Syndrome Awareness Day Global https://www.moebiussyndromeawarenessday.com/ 

29-Jan World Leprosy Day Global https://zeroleprosy.org/world-leprosy-day-2/ 

30-Jan Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy 
(CTE) Awareness Day 

United States https://stopcte.org/events/ 

FEBRUARY 

February Jewish Disability Awareness &       
Inclusion Month 

United States https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3575538/jewish/Jewish-Disability
-Awareness-Inclusion-Month.htm 

2-Feb Rheumatoid Arthritis Awareness 
Day 

United States https://curearthritis.org/ 

4-Feb World Cancer Day Global https://www.worldcancerday.org/ 

11-Feb World Day of the Sick Global https://www.nacc.org/resources/spirituality-and-prayer-resources/world-day-of-
the-sick/ 

14-Feb Congenital Heart  Defect Aware-
ness Day / Week & Rock Your Scar 
Campaign 

Global https://mendedhearts.org/chd-awareness-week/ & https://mendedhearts.org/
rock-your-scar-awareness-campaign/ 

14-Feb National Donor Day United States https://www.donatelife.net/celebrations/ 

15-Feb International   Childhood Cancer 
Day 

Global http://www.internationalchildhoodcancerday.org/ 

22-Feb National Heart Valve Disease 
Awareness Day 

United States https://www.valvediseaseday.org/ 

20-26 Feb Eating Disorder Awareness Week United States https://www.nationaleatingdisorders.org/get-involved/nedawareness 

27-Feb Anosmia Awareness Day Global https://www.anosmiaawareness.org/ 

28-29 Feb Leap 
Year 

Rare Disease Day Global https://www.rarediseaseday.org/ 

MARCH  

March Developmental Disabilities United States https://nacdd.org/ddam/ 

March Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month United States https://www.prentrom.com/caregivers/march-is-cerebral-palsy-awareness-

March Color Therapy Month United States https://munsell.com/color-blog/national-color-therapy-month/ 

Date(s) Event Name Location Website 

Quarterly Disability Awareness Calendar 
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Quarterly Disability Awareness Calendar 

MARCH 
March Developmental Disabilities 

Awareness Month 
United States https://nacdd.org/ddam/ 

March Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month United States https://www.prentrom.com/caregivers/march-is-cerebral-palsy-awareness-
month 

March Color Therapy Month United States https://munsell.com/color-blog/national-color-therapy-month/ 

March Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month 

United States https://www.ccalliance.org/about/awareness-month 

March Deep Vein      Thrombosis (DVT) 
Prevention      Awareness Month 

United States https://www.ivein.com/march-dvt-awareness-month/ 

March Endometriosis Awareness Month Global https://endometriosis.org/news/support-awareness/endometriosis-awareness-
and-action-2022/ 

March Essential Tremor Month International https://essentialtremor.org/what-we-do/et-awareness/ 

March Kidney Month United States https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/communication-programs/nkdep/
get-involved/national-kidney-month 

March Multiple Sclerosis Awareness 
Month 

United States https://www.nationalmssociety.org/Get-Involved/Raise-Awareness & https://
msfocus.org/Get-Involved/MS-Awareness-Month/NMSEAM-Awareness-Kits 

March Red Cross Month United States https://www.redcross.org/about-us/news-and-events/news/Red-Cross-Month-A
-Time-to-Recognize-Community-Heroes.html 

March Self-Injury Awareness Month United States,    
Canada 

https://www.ororecovery.com/march-is-self-injury-awareness-month-self-harm-
or-cutting/ 

March Brain Injury   Awareness Month Global https://www.biausa.org/public-affairs/public-awareness/brain-injury-awareness 

March Trisomy Awareness Month United States,    
Canada 

https://trisomy.org/tam/ 

1-Mar Self-Injury Awareness Day Global http://www.lifesigns.org.uk/siad/ 

1-Mar International Wheelchair Day Global https://internationalwheelchairday.wordpress.com/ 

1-Mar Disability Day of Mourning United States https://autisticadvocacy.org/projects/community/mourning/ 

6-Mar World Lymphoma Awareness Day Global https://lymphaticnetwork.org/wld 

10-Mar National Women and Girls HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day 

United States https://www.womenshealth.gov/nwghaad/about 

12-18 Mar World Glaucoma Week Global https://www.worldglaucomaweek.org/ 

18-Mar National Trisomy 18 Awareness 
Day 

United States https://www.trisomy18.org/blog/friday-is-national-trisomy-18-awareness-day/ 

Date(s) Event Name Location Website 
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Quarterly Disability Awareness Calendar 
10-Mar National Women and Girls HIV/

AIDS Awareness Day 
United States https://www.womenshealth.gov/nwghaad/about 

12-18 Mar World Glaucoma Week Global https://www.worldglaucomaweek.org/ 

18-Mar National Trisomy 18 Awareness 
Day 

United States https://www.trisomy18.org/blog/friday-is-national-trisomy-18-awareness-day/ 

21-Mar World Down Syndrome Day 
(United Nations Day) 

Global https://www.un.org/en/observances/down-syndrome-day#:~:text=In%
20December%202011%2C%20the%20General,on%2021%20March%
20each%20year 
 
https://www.worlddownsyndromeday2.org/ 

24-Mar World Tuberculosis Day (WHO) Global https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-tb-day 

25-Mar National Cerebral Palsy Awareness 
Day 

United States https://www.gogreen4cp.org/ 

26-Mar Purple Day for Epilepsy Global http://www.purpleday.org/ 

27-Mar Amniotic Fluid Embolism (AFE) 
Awareness Day 

Global https://www.afesupport.org/awareness/ 

Date(s) Event Name Location Website 
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/down-syndrome-day#:~:text=In%20December%202011%2C%20the%20General,on%2021%20March%20each%20year
https://www.un.org/en/observances/down-syndrome-day#:~:text=In%20December%202011%2C%20the%20General,on%2021%20March%20each%20year
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-tb-day
https://www.gogreen4cp.org/
http://www.purpleday.org/
https://www.afesupport.org/awareness/
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